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 Les Bergers d'Arcadie, dit aussi Et in Arcadia ego
Nicolas POUSSIN

JUDITH BAUMEL  


HARVEY HALL 215 

(mailbox in 216) 

Fall 2007 Office Hours 
Tuesday: 2 pm – 4 pm  
Wednesday:  10 am – 12 noon 
Thursday: 2 pm – 4 pm
write to: baumel@adelphi.edu
Is argument central or extraneous to lyrical poetry?  

What is it anyway? 

Can we understand “argument” in poetry as one of the distinctions between rhetorical persuasion and eloquence?  Is it mere plot?   Does it honor or defy  the boundaries of mimesis, invention, ornament, logic and philosophy?  Can we rephrase John Stuart Mill and ask: Is poetry meant to be heard or overheard?

This course will define lyric argument by considering how argument is expressed in the Western Tradition of Poetry.  We will consider classical literature in translation and read a selection of Medieval, Renaissance, Augustan, Romantic and Victorian hymns, odes, pastoral poetry, elegies, orations, dialogics, disputations, prosopopoeia and polemics.  And we will pursue whether modernist, surrealist,  L=A=N=G=U=A=G=E school and contemporary poetry offer exemplars of or antidotes to lyric argument. 




	REQUIRED TEXT 

How To Read A Poem 
by Terry Eagleton 
ISBN:  1405151412
	RECOMMENDED TEXTS
See brief bibliography 



  
	CLASS REQUIREMENTS
Study Units    6 x 5 points.   Due on Bb by 3 am on due date.
Submit a thoughtful and developed response to one aspect of the week’s material. Keep your focus small—a short passage of poetry,  a small point in a secondary source.  Summarize in one or two sentences and then illuminate, consider, synthesize, analyze, ask. I encourage you to incorporate critical theory.  undergraduates: 300 words  /  graduate students: 500 words
Collective Vocabulary Footnote 6 x 5 points.   
Due on Bb by 3 am on due date.
A Collective Footnote Project in which we compile a poetry resource base.   From one of the poems in the week’s reading choose a vocabulary word with which you are unfamiliar or whose definition you are fuzzy on. Submit a comprehensive report on this word indicating current meanings, past meanings, usage and etymology. Indicate the ways the information in your report enhances understanding of the poem. Do not choose a word another member of the class chose. First posted, first accepted.
Seminar Presentations 2 x 10 points.

Due on Bb by 3 am on due date.
Each participant will open two class meetings with a ten-minute introduction to some of the issues presented by the week’s reading.  These will not be summaries of the poems or even the issues, rather thoughtful, focused and well-arranged ideas.  You are encouraged to make connections between the week’s poetry and other poetry on our reading list and/or other works as well as secondary material. 
I urge you to consult with me as you prepare.
You should develop a one page guide and/or outline to your introduction and a brief handout of quotes, citations, additional material (between one and four pages). Your presentation should last no more than 10 minutes (I will cut you off if you go over) and should aim to stimulate class discussion.
Sign up for your two choices with me.  First come, first assigned.

Final Paper 1 x 20 points.
undergraduates: 8 pages  /  graduate students: 12 pages
	COURSE OBJECTIVES 

· To introduce students to the history of western theories of poetry
· To identify and analyze the anatomy of the lyric genre, 

· To consider the problems of  voice, speech, meditation, prayer, argument in the lyric
· To identify and analyze lyric gestures and techniques
· To research and prepare  footnotes; 

· To prepare and present seminar introductions to themes and matters of the course;

· To participate in analytical discussion of themes and techniques of matters of the course;

· To demonstrate critical thinking and writing and research skills in formal and informal writing

	GRADING 
Study Units

 6 x 5 points  30

Collective Vocabulary Footnotes
6 x 5 points  30
Seminar Presentations

2 x 10 points  20
Final Paper 

1 x 20 points 20
Maximum Possible: 100
95= A, 85=B, 75=C, 65=D, 55=F
	CLASS PARTICIPATION & ATTENDANCE 

        Read the handout before class and come to class prepared to talk about what you have read.  If you have not read the work I will deduct five points for that week. 

       Since the class meets once a week and most of the work takes place at the seminar table, you can not miss any sessions.  I will deduct five points for each absence 

I do not ask for excuses and I do not honor excused absences. If you are absent--whether for understandable or for frivolous reasons—you will miss the work of the class.

	ACADEMIC HONESTY 

This official phrase/euphemism suggests the sort of activity of which intellectual life is composed. This includes, and is not limited to, serious research, good independent thinking, original writing, proper referencing and citing. It excludes, and is not limited to (but you knew this) overt and deliberate plagiarism such as buying papers, borrowing papers, cutting and pasting material from the web submitting the writing or ideas of anyone else as if it were your own. These latter actions will prevent you from developing skills and enjoying the class. If you do plagiarize you will automatically fail the course and I will put your name on the provost’s warning list which begins proceedings to suspend or expel you from the university.
	ACADEMIC WEB CULTURE 

Since a great deal of this class will be conducted via the web, please use a serious username.

Ideally it should incorporate your last name. Your Adelphi address, which is your first and last name @ Adelphi is a good choice. The university requires you to check this e-mail, no matter what your primary e-address. 

I will answer your e-mails as soon as possible, usually within 48 hours.

	OFFICE HOURS /MESSAGES 

I will be available in my office on a drop-in basis or by appointment. The best way to reach me is via e-mail. 

You can leave messages in my mailbox in the English Department Main Office (Harvey 215), with the department secretary, x4020 or on my voice mail x4031
	DEADLINES & LATE WORK 

No credit for late work. All Bb work (Study Units, Footnotes, Presentation Guides & Handouts)  is due by 3am on the due date.The final paper is due on 20 December.  



  

