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JUDITH BAUMEL  


HARVEY HALL 215 (mailbox in 216) 

Spring 2007 Office Hours 
Tuesday: 10 am - 12 noon 
Wednesday:  4 pm – 7 pm 
Thursday: 11 am - 12 noon
write to: baumel@adelphi.edu
We could start with Socrates in “The Clouds.”  Instead, we will visit Aristophanes-like comedy as well as tragedy as we jump to the mid twentieth century to investigate what Elaine Showalter has called “the Professorroman….a full social history of the university, as well as a spiritual, political, and psychological guide to the profession.”

Link To BlackBoard 

	  


	REQUIRED TEXTS: 

The Groves of Academe by Mary McCarthy

ISBN: 0156027879

Lucky Jim by Kingsley Amis
ISBISBN: 0140186301 
Pnin by Vladimir Nabokov

 ISBN: 0679723412

Changing Places by David Lodge

ISBN: 0140170987

Japanese by Spring by Ishmael Reed

ISBN: 0140255850

The Tale of a Dog: From the Diaries and Letters of a Texan Bankruptcy Judge by Lars Gustafsson, Tom Geddes (Translator) 

ISBN: 0811213951

Moo by Jane Smiley

ISBN: 0804117683

Straight Man by Richard Russo 

ISBN: 0375701907

The Blue Angel by Francine Prose

ISBISBN: 0060882034

The Human Stain by Philip Roth

ISBISBN: 0375726349
00
The Crazed by Ha Jin

ISBN: 0375714111

On Beauty by Zadie Smith 

ISBN: 0143037749

 
	CLASS REQUIREMENTS
Collective Footnote Project Contributions

6 x 10 points  60
undergraduates: 500 words  /  graduate students: 650 words

Consider one aspect of the novel (for example, one incident, one name, one idea, passing reference, fact about which you know nothing or would like to know more) for which additional research can expand and elaborate the material in the novel.  Submit an informal footnote providing the information you wish the text's editor had provided. Indicate the significance of this information within the text, taking care to apply your research to your reading of the novel and/or the matters of the course. 

Due on Bb by midnight between the Tuesday and Wednesday of discussion.

Sign up for your six choices with me.  First come, first assigned.

Seminar Presentations

2 x 10 points  20

Each participant will open two class meetings with a ten-minute introduction to some of the issues presented by the week’s reading.  These will not be summaries of the novels or even the issues, rather thoughtful, focused and well-arranged ideas.  You are encouraged to make connections between the week’s novel and other novels on our reading  list and/or other works as well as secondary material.

You should develop a one page guide (or outline) to your introduction and a brief handout of quotes, citations, additional material (between one and four pages)  which you can distribute to the class as a reference to the information and insights you will provide. Your presentation should last no more than 10 minutes (I will cut you off if you go over) and should aim to stimulate class discussion.

Due on Bb by midnight between the Tuesday and Wednesday of discussion.

Sign up for your two choices with me.  First come, first assigned.

Final Paper 

1 x 20 points 20

undergraduates: 8 pages  /  graduate students: 12 pages


  
	COURSE OBJECTIVE & GRADING 
Course Objectives:

· To introduce students to the variety of fiction about employment in the modern university;

· To identify and analyze themes of political and social commentary, gender, class, race, nationality, economics, aesthetics in this literature; 

· To identify and analyze the ways in which novelists use satire, tragedy, comedy, narrative, portraiture, utopian or dystopian structures; 

· For students to research and prepare editorial footnotes; 

· For students to prepare and present seminar introductions to themes and matters of the course;

· For students to participate in analytical discussion of themes and techniques of matters of the course;

· For students to demonstrate critical thinking and writing and research skills in formal and informal writing


Collective Footnote Project Contributions

6 x 10 points  60
Seminar Presentations

2 x 10 points  20
Final Paper 

1 x 20 points 20
Maximum Possible: 100
95= A, 85=B, 75=C, 65=D, 55=F


	CLASS PARTICIPATION & ATTENDANCE 

        Read the whole assigned novel before class and come to class prepared to talk about what you have read.  If you have not read the work I will deduct five points for that week. 

       Since the class meets once a week and most of the work takes place at the seminar table, you can not miss any sessions.  I will deduct five points for each absence 

I do not ask for excuses and I do not honor excused absences. If you are absent--whether for understandable or for frivolous reasons—you will miss the work of the class. 

	ACADEMIC HONESTY 

This official phrase/euphemism suggests the sort of activity of which intellectual life is composed. This includes, and is not limited to, serious research, good independent thinking, original writing, proper referencing and citing. It excludes, and is not limited to (but you knew this) overt and deliberate plagiarism such as buying papers, borrowing papers, cutting and pasting material from the web submitting the writing or ideas of anyone else as if it were your own. These latter actions will prevent you from developing skills and enjoying the class. If you do plagiarize you will automatically fail the course and I will put your name on the provost’s warning list which begins proceedings to suspend or expel you from the university.
	ACADEMIC WEB CULTURE 

Since a great deal of this class will be conducted via the web, please use a serious username.

Ideally it should incorporate your last name. Your Adelphi address, which is your first and last name @ Adelphi is a good choice. The university requires you to check this e-mail, no matter what your primary e-address. Please contact the Help desk if you do not know how to set up your parameters so that the Adelphi mail is automatically forwarded to your preferred address. 

I will answer your e-mails as soon as possible, usually within 48 hours.

	OFFICE HOURS /MESSAGES 

I will be available in my office on a drop-in basis or by appointment. The best way to reach me is via e-mail. 

You can leave messages in my mailbox in the English Department Main Office (Harvey 201), with the department secretary, x4020 or on my voice mail x4031
	DEADLINES & LATE WORK 

No credit for late work 

All Bb work (Footnotes and Presentation Guides & Handouts)  is due by midnight between Tuesday and Wednesday.  The final paper is due on 16 May  



  
  

