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      Staffordshire Milton (circa 1850)


READING LIST
	REQUIRED TEXTS: 

RIVERSIDE MILTON ed. Roy Flannagan (Houghton Mifflin) 

 
	RECOMMENDED/RESERVE READING 

· THE LIFE OF JOHN MILTON: A CRITICAL BIOGRAPHY by Barbara Lewalski 

· A COMPANION TO MILTON by Thomas Corns 

· THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO MILTON, ed. Dennis Deanielson 


There is no one like Milton for local effects and global gestures, no one like Milton for changing his mind and for loyalty, for passionate conservatism and cool revolution. Stanley Fish writes “He wants at once to celebrate humility and to be celebrated as the celebrator of humility.  He is the poet of submission and corporate identity … and he is also the poet who would write something the world will not willingly let die.  He calls men to the glorious antiglory of … individual silence as a member of a universal chorus and he resists his own call with verse that demands attention to itself and its artisan. … If this is the structure  of his consciousness…it is also the structure of his prose and poetry.”  In this class we will consider Milton’s three major periods:  his poetic apprenticeship, his wrestling in the real worlds of politics and theology and his grand dark late masterpieces.   
	BLACKBOARD  

Assignments, handouts and information will be posted on Bb.  

You will post your Nativity Ode Worksheet and Independent Work Assignment on Bb.  In addition,

You have three different kinds of ongoing work on Bb: 

· STUDY UNITS: You will be assigned sections of each text for which you will work up a brief introduction/presentation of one aspect (sentence, image, dialogue, theme, allusion, etc.) of your assigned section. Summarize in one short sentence and then illuminate, argue, consider, synthesize, analyze, ask.  

· PROSE PROJECT: You will be assigned one of Milton's major prose works to present to the class. 

· You are required to contribute at least 100 words to 10 different Bb DISCUSSION FORUMS 

	WRITING/EXAMS 

· One Short Paper due 26 September 

· Prose Project, 6 October 10

· Mid-Term Exam, 19 October 

· One Final Paper Synthesizing the Material of the Entire Course, 19 December

Blackboard Work (see left)
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	ACADEMIC HONESTY 

This official phrase/euphemism suggests the sort of activity of which intellectual life is composed. This includes, and is not limited to, serious research, good independent thinking, original writing, proper referencing and citing. It excludes, and is not limited to (but you knew this) buying papers, borrowing papers, cutting and pasting material from the web. These latter actions will prevent you from developing skills and succeeding in the class. These latter actions will also cause instant failure in the class and a formal notice to the Office of the Provost and to the Committee for Academic Honesty.
	ACADEMIC WEB CULTURE 
Since much of this class will be conducted via the web, please remember that academic work is a more formal genre than IMs. You should work via a username that is not suggestive, metaphoric or punning. Ideally it should incorporate your last name. Your Adelphi address (first and last name @ Adelphi) is a good choice. Learn how to forward Adelphi mail to your preferred address automatically. 
If your username or subject heading does not identify your surname, your email will be put into my spam folder before I read it.
I will answer your e-mails as soon as possible, usually within 48 hours. 

	GRADING 
Your grades will be available through the Blackboard.

· Independent Work = 5 points

· Short Paper = 10 points 

· Mid-Term = 10 points, 

· Bb Discussion = 10 points (one point contribution) 

· Study Units= 25 points (5 @ 5 points each) 

· Prose Project = 20 points 

· Final Paper = 20 points 

Maximum possible = 100 points.

95= A, 85=B, 75=C, 65=D, 55=F  
	ATTENDANCE 

You can miss three class sessions without any impact on your grade. After that, each absence will subtract a point from your course total. If you are more than fifteen minutes late for class you will be marked absent.  

I do not ask for excuses and I do not honor excused absences. If you are absent enough—whether for understandable or for frivolous reasons—you will miss the work of the class.

	OFFICE HOURS /MESSAGES 

· I will be available during office hours and also by appointment. 

· The best way to reach me is via e-mail. 

· You can leave messages in my mailbox in the English Department Main Office (Harvey 216)  or with the department secretary, x4020 
	LATE WORK 

If you need an extension of a deadline for your Short Paper or Prose Project you must speak with me at least 24 hours in advance. If you do not, I will subtract a point from your total for every day late. Your Independent Work, Study Unit and Discussion Board postings and your Final Paper must be in on time for you to receive any point credit.



  
  
  

