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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Six books of poetry. Six poets. And us. This course will experience poetry as a living medium published in compiled volumes, representing a moment in the author's career and read by a contemporary culture. Instead of dipping into anthologies (those greatest-hits lists disguised as the canon) we will consider six recently published books of poetry. After studying each book we will meet its author for a wide-ranging discussion.
	


	REQUIRED TEXTS: 

INTO IT  by Lawrence Joseph, Farrar, Straus and Giroux ISBN: 0374175691 

EARLY OCCULT MEMORY SYSTEMS OF THE LOWER MIDWEST   by B. H. Fairchild, 

         Norton, W. W. & Company, Inc.  ISBN: 0393325660 

SHIVA’S DRUM  by Stephen Cramer, University of Illinois Press,  ISBN: 0252072049 

ANNUS MIRABILIS  by Sally Ball,  Bernhard Deboer Inc, ISBN: 0972830243 

TREASON  by Terese Svoboda, Zoo press, ISBN: 0970817762 

ORIENT POINT  by Julie Sheehan, W.W. Norton, ISBN: (0-393-06191-4) 


	


CLASS REQUIREMENTS
	BLACKBOARD  

All assignments, handouts and information will be posted on Bb.  

You have three different kinds of work on Bb 

· You are required to contribute to the Bb “Collective Footnote Project” for each text before we begin discussion. 
This research work has two parts:  

· Vocabulary Words: Choose one vocabulary word with which you are unfamiliar or whose definition you are fuzzy on. It should have substantial significance to the text. Submit as much information as you can-- current meanings, past meanings, usage, etymology. Indicate the ways the various information you have found enhance the text. Do not choose a word another member of the class chose. First posted, first accepted. 

· Ideas: Choose one important item, reference, idea, fact, thing, etc. about which you know nothing or would like to know more. Submit a footnote providing the information you wish the text's editor had provided. Indicate the significance of this information within the text. Do not choose an idea another member of the class chose. First posted, first accepted. 

· Text Analysis: For each book you must submit a brief focused and organized literary analysis. Before and during discussion of each book, I will suggest possible topics to consider. 500 words each, due within a week after the class finishes the book. 

· Open Discussion: For each book you are required to submit two contributions of at least 100 words each to the Open Discussion Forum.  Possible areas for open discussion: a  thoughtful question, extension of a class discussion, a new area of discussion, continuation of an existing Bb conversation.
	WRITING 

· Bb work (see table at left).

· One Long Final Paper Synthesizing the Material of the Entire Course. Due  16 May


POLICIES 

	ACADEMIC HONESTY 

This official phrase/euphemism suggests the sort of activity of which intellectual life is composed. This includes, and is not limited to, serious research, good independent thinking, original writing, proper referencing and citing. It excludes, and is not limited to (but you knew this) overt and deliberate plagiarism such as buying papers, borrowing papers, cutting and pasting material from the web submitting the writing or ideas of anyone else as if it were your own. These latter actions will prevent you from developing skills and enjoying the class. If you do plagiarize you will automatically fail the course and I will put your name on the provost’s warning list which begins proceedings to suspend or expel you from the university.
	ACADEMIC WEB CULTURE 

Since a great deal of this class will be conducted via the web, please use a serious username.

Ideally it should incorporate your last name. Your Adelphi address, which is your first and last name @ Adelphi is a good choice. The university requires you to check this e-mail, no matter what your primary e-address. Please contact the Help desk if you do not know how to set up your parameters so that the Adelphi mail is automatically forwarded to your preferred address. 

I will answer your e-mails as soon as possible, usually within 48 hours. 

	GRADING 
Collective Footnote Vocabulary (6 x 1) = 6

Collective Footnote Idea (6 x 1) = 6

Open Discussion (12 x 1) = 12
Text Analysis (6 x 6) = 36
Further Discussion = 10

Final Paper = 30
Maximum possible = 100 points.

95= A, 85=B, 75=C, 65=D, 55=F
	ATTENDANCE 

You can miss three class sessions without any impact on your grade. After that, each absence will subtract a point from your course total. If you are more than fifteen minutes late for class you will be marked absent.  

I do not ask for excuses and I do not honor excused absences. If you are absent enough—whether for understandable or for frivolous reasons—you will miss the work of the class.

	OFFICE HOURS /MESSAGES 
I will be available in my office on a drop-in basis or by appointment. The best way to reach me is via e-mail. 

You can leave messages in my mailbox in the English Department Main Office (Harvey 201), with the department secretary, x4020 or on my voice mail x4031
	DEADLINES & LATE WORK 

All work is due by start of class on the day it is due.  No credit for late work under 6 points.  For other work, I deduct one point if you request an extension at least 24 hours in advance. If you do not, I deduct half the maximum points from your grade.



  
  
  

