Visions of the Eternal City –Fall 2009 Syllabus page 2

  

	Visions of The Eternal City – Fall 2009
[image: image1.jpg]


JUDITH BAUMEL

HARVEY HALL 218 (mailbox in 216)
Fall 2009 Office Hours 
Mondays 4 pm – 6 pm 
Tuesdays 12 noon -- 2 pm
Wednesdays:  4 pm – 6 pm
write to: baumel@adelphi.edu
Citizens of Rome!  Visitors to Rome!   What are the enduring images of the city?  What are its changing faces?    We will take a tour of Rome with multiple lenses of film, theatre, painting, sculpture, architecture, religion, history, music, literature, dance, journalism, geography, cuisine, virtual reality and whatever else we can use.  The itinerary of this study tour will include group trips to major landmarks of western culture with ample time for individual side trips. No Italian necessary. An appreciation of truth and beauty helpful
“Rome” is as much a concept as an historical place or a living city.  It has been imagined, falsified, remembered, recreated, plundered, and counterfeited in all times in all the arts which the muses support.  This course will examine some of the motives for and expressions of the various ideas of Rome.


	  


	REQUIRED TEXTS 
· DK EYEWITNESS TRAVEL: ROME ISBN: 9780756615505

· COURSE HANDOUTS
· READINGS in selected bibliography

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

· To learn how to “read” the material remains of and documentary material about Rome.
· To understand how images and culture changed over time in Rome.
· To understand how the images and culture of various “Romes” were appropriated by Romans and non-Romans.

· To identify the ways “Rome” is an imagined, falsified, remembered, recreated, plundered, and counterfeited concept.

· To identify and analyze Roman expressions of power and identity.
· To conduct scholarly research.
· To create and deliver seminar presentations.
· To demonstrate critical thinking, writing, and research skills in formal and informal writing.

	CLASS REQUIREMENTS 
Moodle Work  weekly. 30% of final grade.

Due on Moodle by noon, Mondays.

Weekly comments on the subject of the course.  These should be substantial contributions to the collective project.  
Appropriate work includes any or all the following activities: brief essay (350 words), annotated additions to the selected bibliography, a focused scrapbook, an e-map with indexed and/or described items, a compilation of video.

Seminar Presentations graduate students x3, undergraduates x2. 45% of final grade.
Due on Moodle by start of class.

Each presentation will be a ten-minute introduction to your topic.  

You will share your research and will offer a thoughtful, focused and well-arranged argument.  You are encouraged to make connections between your topic and other topics covered in the course.
You will prepare and share a one page printed guide and/or outline, as well as a multi-media presentation or brief handout of additional material to accompany your presentation. 
Your presentation should last no more than 10 minutes (I will cut you off if you go over) and should aim to stimulate class discussion.

I urge you to consult with me as you prepare. Sign up for your choices with me. First come, first assigned.
Final Paper 25% of final grade.
Due 21 December
undergraduates: around 3,000 words  /  graduate students: 4,500 words
An essay that considers the way “Rome” (the idea, the created, the invented, the manipulated, the repaired, the suppressed, the dream, the new, the old etc.) informs a particular artifact of western culture.  


	ATTENDANCE 

Attendance is required. If you are absent—whether for understandable or for frivolous reasons—you will miss the work of the class. Each absence will reduce your grade by one notch. 

DEADLINES & LATE WORK 
No credit for late work. 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 

Consult the university policy and guide at  http://academics.adelphi.edu/academicintegrity/
If you plagiarize you will automatically fail the course and I will put your name on the provost’s warning list which begins proceedings to suspend or expel you from the university.
	OFFICE HOURS /MESSAGES 

I will be available in my office on a drop-in basis or by appointment. 
The best way to reach me is via e-mail. 

You can leave messages in my mailbox in the English Department Main Office (Harvey 216) or on my voice mail x4031.
ACADEMIC WEB CULTURE 

Please use a serious username. Ideally, it should incorporate your last name. Your Adelphi address, which is your first and last name @ mail.adelphi.edu is the best choice. The university requires you to check this e-mail. 

I will answer your e-mails as soon as possible, usually within 48 hours.
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