	PROSODY
ENGLISH 799 

FALL  2008

THURSDAYS
4 – 6:30 PM

JUDITH BAUMEL  

HARVEY HALL 215 

(mailbox in 216) 

Office Hours 
Tuesday 12-2

Wednesday 4-6

Thursday 1-3 

and by appointment
Messages

The best way to reach me is via baumel@adelphi.edue-mail. 

You can leave messages in my mailbox in the English Department Main Office (Harvey 216), on my voice mail x4031,  or with the department administrator, x4020
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Peter Sis,  Tibet Through The Red Box
COURSE DESCRIPTION
We can't write or read poetry without understanding the formal choices the author confronts.  This course takes a hands-on approach to the study of poetry.  We will consider examples of English-language poetry in classical, traditional and contemporary verse forms and you will write poetry exercises based on our reading.  If you are curious about how to write in forms or if you are experienced with rhyme and meter, this class will teach you techniques to develop greater complexity and subtlety in your work.

	REQUIRED TEXTS
The Norton Anthology of Poetry, Full 5th edition, eds. Ferguson, Salter, Stallworthy 
Poetic Meter & Poetic Form by Paul Fussell 
A Rhyming Dictionary
Weekly Handouts: 
· Examples of Metrical Criticism

· Examples of Verse in Form

· Student Exercise Worksheet

	STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TEXTS: 
The Book of Forms  by Lewis Turco 
The New Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics eds. Alex Preminger, T.V.F. Brogan


MODERATELY RECOMMENDED TEXTS
Sound and Form in Modern Poetry by Harvey Gross,Robert McDowell 

The Structure of Verse by Harvey Gross 
The Book of Literary Terms by Lewis Turco
Rhyme’s Reason by John Hollander 
Notes on Prosody by Vladimir Nabokov 
A History of English Prosody by George Saintsbury

	  PROCEDURES/EXPECTATIONS
Prosody has a dual purpose: 1) It is a literature course covering the history of English language verse forms.  2)  It is a writing workshop in which you practice verse forms.
Most sessions will be divided into three parts:
4-4:30 
We will discuss Metrical Criticism.  
4:30 – 5:30 
I will lecture on a verse form.  
5:30 – 6:30 
We will workshop your exercises.
Each week I will give the class three kinds of handouts (see Required Texts, above).
In the course of the term, each student will write two papers about a work of metrical criticism.  
You will choose due dates and subjects, and will present a five minute summary of each paper to the class. You can not write on a subject someone else has chosen before you.
You must bring a copy of The Norton Anthology to every class meeting.  If you want to share this task with a colleague, you can. 
And you must bring all previous handouts, metrical criticism, poetry packets, and student worksheets to every class meeting.
	WRITING/REVISION 
· VERSE 

· Approximately 20 lines of verse per week.  Assignments must be formatted as double-space (minimally), and posted on Moodle by noon on Wednesday 
· PROSE  

· Metrical Criticism: Two papers due on  Moodle  by noon Tuesday the week you will present  

· UG: 1,000 words each; MFA Students: 1,300 words each
· FINAL PAPER

· A critical investigation of the matters of the course.  Possible directions include an examination of a technical of theoretical aspect of prosody, discussion of a particular poet or group's handling of prosody, or analysis of one’s prosodic aesthetic.  Due 18 December on Moodle 
· UG: 2,000 words; MFA Students: 2,500 words.
DEADLINES & LATE WORK 
Exercises must be posted on Moodle by noon Wednesday the day before discussion.  
Metrical Criticism Papers are due by noon Tuesday the week  of your presentation.  
No credit for any late work.

	GRADING
Your grades will be available through Moodle.
Verse (12 x 5 points each) = 60 points
Metrical Criticism (2 x 10 points each) = 20 points
Final Paper = 20 points
Maximum possible = 100 points

95= A 
92= A- 
89=B+ 
85=B
82=B- 
79=C+ 
75=C 
72=C- 
65=D 
55=F 
	ATTENDANCE 
I do not ask for excuses and I do not honor excused absences. If you are absent—whether for understandable or for frivolous reasons—you will miss the work of the class.  Minus five (– 5) points for each absence. 
The University requires that students who anticipate being absent, due to their religious observance, will notify their professors at the start of the semester. Further details of this policy at http://academics.adelphi.edu/policies/examassignment.php
CLASS PARTICIPATION
You are expected to be present for the full length of all class sessions, to take part in discussion of all manuscripts, and to engage in analysis and discussion of bibliographies and first works.


	SEMINAR  CULTURE 
A great deal of this course will be conducted via Moodle.  You must use your Adelphi email address in all communication with me.  
The university requires you to check this e-mail, no matter what your primary e-address.
I will answer your e-mails as soon as possible, usually within 48 hours.

Students with disabilities are encouraged to speak to me about accommodations.
You may not use cell phones, or other handheld electronic devices.  It’s rude and distracting.

	ACADEMIC HONESTY 
This official phrase/euphemism suggests the sort of activity of which intellectual life is composed. This includes, and is not limited to, serious research, good independent thinking, original writing, proper referencing and citing. It excludes, and is not limited to (but you knew this) overt and deliberate plagiarism such as buying papers, borrowing papers, cutting and pasting material from the web submitting the writing or ideas of anyone else as if it were your own. These latter actions will prevent you from developing skills and enjoying the class. If you do plagiarize you will automatically fail the course and I will put your name on the provost’s warning list which begins proceedings to suspend or expel you from the university. 

Adelphi University’s Honor Code:  “The University is an academic community devoted to the pursuit of knowledge.  Fundamental to this pursuit is academic integrity.  In joining the Adelphi community I accept the University’s Statement of Academic Integrity and pledge to uphold the principles of honesty and civility embodied in it.  I will conduct myself in accordance with ideals of truth and honesty and I will forthrightly oppose actions which would violate these ideals.”
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