  

	POETRY WORKSHOP   

JUDITH BAUMEL  

HARVEY HALL 215 (mailbox in 216) 

Fall  2007 Office Hours 
Tuesday: 2 pm – 4 pm  
Wednesday:  10 am – 12 noon 
Thursday: 2 pm – 4 pm
write to: baumel@adelphi.edu
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László Moholy-Nagy, Light Prop for an Electric Stage, 1929–30. Exhibition replica, constructed in 2006, through the courtesy of Hattula Moholy-Nagy. Metal, plastics, glass, paint, and wood, with electric motor, 151 x 70 x 70 cm. Busch-Reisinger Museum

	REQUIRED TEXT 

WESTERN WIND  by John Frederick Nims and David Mason  
fifth edition        ISBN: 0072819596 
	COURSE DESCRIPTION

This term we will experiment with elements of poetry by reading poems, writing poems, talking and writing about the technical aspects of poetry. 

	COURSE WORK: BLACKBOARD  
  You are required to post all written class work on Bb electronic bulletin board by 3 am on the due date
·  Collective Vocabulary Footnote, part of the Collective Footnote Project in which we compile a poetry resource base.   From one of the poems cited or referenced in the week’s reading choose one vocabulary word with which you are unfamiliar or whose definition you are fuzzy on. Submit a comprehensive report on this word indicating current meanings, past meanings, usage and etymology. Indicate the ways the information in your report enhances understanding of the poem. Do not choose a word another member of the class chose. First posted, first accepted. 

(Course Work: BlackBoard--continued)
· Study Unit Discussion Submit a thoughtful and developed response (minimum 100 words) to the week’s study unit (based on all assigned pages in the text, the referenced poems and the supplemental handout).  Possible areas of response: the chapter’s “Exercises and Diversions,” the chapter’s “Essay,” a poem from the anthology or handout which you find illustrates the Study Unit’s topic, the implications of a point raised in the text. 
· Weekly Poetry Draft: A new draft of a poem based on the week's Study Unit. This draft must reflect serious effort to address the technical and thematic challenges of the unit. You may revise any poem at any time during the semester.  To get credit for the revision, you should post it in the "Revision" section of Bb.

· Open Discussion Board: A discussion of and comment on a colleague’s draft (100 words minimum).  As a matter of distribution over the course of the semester, you must comment at least once on the work of each member of the class. The Open Discussion should explore the draft by considering “what the poem is like” rather than “what I like.”   
	COURSE OBJECTIVES
Students will develop skills necessary to the art of writing poetry
Students will articulate and extend their poetic craft
Students will learn to revise their poetry 

Students will learn to comment on  the poetry of others

(Course Objectives--continued)

Students will learn how to set challenges and develop long term aesthetic goals (voice, diction, theme, subject, techniques)
Students will learn to read poems closely

Students will learn some critical vocabulary and methodology

Students will become familiar with a broad spectrum of English poetry




	POLICIES
ACADEMIC HONESTY 

This official phrase/euphemism suggests the sort of activity of which intellectual life is composed. This includes, and is not limited to, serious research, good independent thinking, original writing. It excludes, and is not limited to (but you knew this) overt and deliberate plagiarism such as buying papers, borrowing papers, cutting and pasting material from the web submitting the writing or ideas of anyone else as if it were your own. These latter actions will prevent you from developing skills and enjoying the class. 
(Academic Honesty—continued)

If you  plagiarize you will automatically fail the course and I will put your name on the provost’s warning list which begins proceedings to suspend or expel you from the university.

ACADEMIC WEB CULTURE 

Since a great deal of this class will be conducted via the web, please use a serious username.

Ideally it should incorporate your last name. Your Adelphi address, which is your first and last name @ Adelphi is a good choice. The university requires you to check this e-mail, no matter what your primary e-address. 

(Academic Web Culture—continued)

I will answer your e-mails as soon as possible, usually within 48 hours. 

GRADING 
Collective Vocabulary Footnote (12x2 points) = 24
Study Unit Discussion  (12x3 points) = 36 

Weekly Poetry Draft (12x3 points) = 36
Open Discussion Boards (12x1 point) = 12
Maximum possible = 108 points.

95= A, 85=B, 75=C, 65=D, 55=F

ATTENDANCE 
You can miss three class sessions without any impact on your grade. After that, for each absence I will subtract a point from your course total. More than fifteen minutes late for class you will be marked absent.  

I do not ask for excuses and I do not honor excused absences. If you are absent enough—whether for understandable or for frivolous reasons—you will miss the work of the class.

OFFICE HOURS /MESSAGES 

I am available in my office on a drop-in basis and by appointment. 
The best way to reach me is via e-mail. 

You can leave messages in my mailbox in the English Department Main Office (Harvey 216), with the department secretary, x4020 or on my voice mail x4031

DEADLINES & LATE WORK 

All Bb work is due by 3 am on the morning of the due-date.  
No credit for late work.





  
  
  

